
St Mary the Virgin 
Riverhead with Dunton Green 

 
The serious situation with the Coronavirus is changing rapidly and will, no doubt have developed further by 
the time you read this, but as the Church for everyone in Dunton Green and Riverhead, we wanted to reach 
out to everyone with our love and support and prayers. 
 
Although following guidance from the Church of England we have had to suspend our Sunday services for 
the time being, we intend to continue to keep the church open if we can for use for private prayer and hope 
and trust this will be a real encouragement and useful to people as patterns of living change.  This is subject 
to changing advice so please bear with us. We will keep you informed. We also intend to continue a weekly 
newssheet which will be available on our website and can be distributed by email.  Please send this letter 
and the news sheet on to anyone who you think would benefit from it.   
 
It’s lovely to hear of all sorts of ad hoc local, road or community-based groups that are coming together to 
offer all kinds of support to each other.  We would love to hear about them, because we want to support, 
encourage and supplement their efforts and we want to do our utmost to plug the gaps.  Please email me 
daphneharrison@yahoo.co.uk to fill us in, and do call me 01732 454224,  text 07779 834195 or 
vat.lady@hotmail.co.uk  07736 674357 if you think we can help in any way. It would also be very helpful to 
know in what ways you are willing to help as we respond to a changing and developing situation, and 
whether we may share your email address and /or telephone number with others. 
 
 We are encouraging each other to offer what support we can.  We recognise that even those of us unable to 
get out ourselves can pick up the phone and call someone else who may be isolated or lonely. Those of us 
who are able to get out and about are also trying to ensure that necessary shopping is done and 
prescriptions collected, etc. and we want to encourage everyone who can, to do the same.  Again can you 
please let us know about those of our church family, and any others who you think appropriate,  who you 
are in regular contact with, who are housebound or self-isolating, so no-one is missed out. 
 
Previously we came together every Monday morning to pray for others.  Those of us who can will continue 
to set aside Monday at 9.45am to pray for everyone in Riverhead and Dunton Green at this difficult and 
scary time even if we are no longer able to meet up to do so.  We believe and continue to trust in the God of 
Easter, Who understands and suffers with us, and we offer you this prayer of blessing that you may wish to 
pray with us for each other as we go forward. 

 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, 

Wherever He may send you. 
May He guide you through the wilderness, 

Protect you through the storm. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 

At the wonders He has shown you. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 

Once again into our doors. 
 

May God bless and encourage us all.     Daphne 
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St Damiano Cross, Assisi 

 
THE PRAYER BEFORE THE CRUCIFIX 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
 

Most  High Glorious God 
Enlighten the darkness of my heart 

And give me true faith, certain hope, perfect charity, 
Sense and knowledge Lord 

That I may carry out Your Holy and True Command 
 


